" TAPR-10-06 MON 11:21 AM  MARSH & ASSOC

PESNY & affitiaicd with:

Natlang):

Apuariadn Phavmgelins Asseiafion
American Sacléty uf Copsulrent Pharmacis
Nevianal Communiiy Pharmagists Avsn

Sture Affidinies:

Baigludushi-A¥eri¢n Phacmacisty Axem
Capirel Asen Phormracises Socisty
“Rudron Valley Phormaceurted Sortety
Indo-Ameelean Phormacautical Socioty
lulinAmarean Phuraiclsts Seciaty
Korvao-Amerioan Phasmucausical Asnn
Loy fyland Pharmucists Sociery

Malgwl Valley Pharm sty Gocivry
Meaw York Clyy Fhatnucjuts Socfuty
Northem New York Phamisssutica] Soclery
Opupdap: Covary Phaiduacepicnl Society
Paklstard-American Phormanoutics) Aszn
Phrormaciend Suciaty 6f Orange Counry
Phaemncivg Asi of thy Souther Tier

Phnrmaciste Axsn 0f Woutern Naw York
Phatmdty Beciety of Rochester
WastchestanRocklsnd Sagicty of Pharmneintg

NYS Colluges af Plearmacy:

Albeny Collegs of Phurmwcy, Union Unlversity

Arapld & Maris Schwartz Culiege of Pharmacy
ung Health Sciencer

5t, ohn's Univirclyy Collage of ¥harmacy &
Allied Hoalth Prof:ssiom

University at Buftalo Schoul of Phormacy d&
Planmaceuticnt Solgnoay

PHARMACISTS SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Memorandum of Opposition
A4162-A Weisenberg/$5619 Flanagan

AN ACT to amend the public health law, In relation to
banning the sale, use, and prescription of any product
containing the substance commonly known as Lindane

Lindane s available to the public only by preseription, and it Is
a very effective tfreatment for head lice and scabies. In fact, it Is the
only product available to treat these parasitic Infestations when
other treatments have failed. For these reasens we believe that
Lindane should remain available by prescription in New York and
why we are compelled to oppose this legislation,

As pharmacists we are authorized under faw to dispense
Lindane fo the public or to licensed professionals who will use the
praduct in the context of patient care, We are well aware of how this
product should be used and we provide instructions when it i
dispensed. As a first-line treatment, over-the-counter products are
preferred and they are usually effective. Lindane should not be the
first cholee, but it should be available.

Removing Lindane from the pharmacy sheives in New York
would be a disservice to patients who rely ori the neighborhood
pharmacist. Although the clear language in this bill would imit
aceess and prohibit #s use In most settings, the reality is this product
would remaln aceessihle to the public from mail order pharmagies or
community pharmacies in adjoining states. If Lindane comes in the
mail, the printed instructions ¢an be ignored more easily than the in-
person eounseling and instructions from the dispensing pharmacist
at the local drugstore. Lindane is approved by the FDA for use In the
United States, and because it is it should be avallable in this state for
patients unfortunate enough to be dealing with scabies or lice.
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